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Grace Transforms
by Dr. Sean Michael Lucas, Senior Minister

My dear friends:

It is a great joy to be able to greet you in aivarsary year! This
year is our 130year as a congregation; our church held its first
worship services on March 5, 1882, in the littralbaof
McDonald’s Mill, just a couple of miles away frioenrailroad
junction that would become Hattiesburg two yetas [Bhrough the
years, by his mercy, God has shepherded this padlpk First
Presbyterian Church through church plants (Baye&tRetal,
Pineview, Westminster, and Woodland Presbyteriaclas were
all started out of First Church), building programghree
locations, eight senior pastors and several assjstauntless elders
and deacons and WIC leaders.
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e8



Senior Adults’ Ministry passions, and live self-controlled, upright, andlgo
by Rev. Norman Bagby, Minister of Viisitaiahlzd S&°°

_ 5. | am determined that my giving in tithes and
Over the past month, we have been celebrating thepgerings will be acts of worship and not justwent

birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. He is spoken of  5cs to satisfy my conscience (or a year-end tax
John 1 as that Light that has come into the world. deduction!)

Then in Matthew 5:14, Jesus calls his disciphds lig
of the world. How are we doing as Light rgflectors? 6. Indeed, | am determined that my worship will
Are we really pushing back the darkness in angrby Q,st pe with the lips, but with a heart that |dessis.

lives? He will be that which motivates my worship.

Paul tells us in Romans 12, “not to be conformed 107 - | am determined to live peaceably in this vinrlg
the world, but to be transformed by the renewing ofg,ch 5 way that | will not be angry at my broimers

our minds.” It seems to me that the more we the faith, nor will | go to bed angry at my spouse.
conform to the patterns of this world, the less the

light of the Gospel shines in our lives. My quBSD0 g | 3m determined to live in such a way that
us all is: How are we revealing the Light of Christ  ayeryone around me will know that | love Jesus. |

every area of our lives? How isthe world | pe the focus of my life. Therefore I will livat
(unbelievers) to understand the power of Chrigif  the admonition of Matthew 6:33, “seek first the

are continually giving in to the world? kingdom of God and his righteousness....”

We complain that our nation is in a state of moral g | am determined to think God'’s thoughts as Hg

decline, but what are we doing to push back that 55 revealed them in His Word. Therefore | wilth
decline? How are we setting an example for others e \words of Philippians 4:8, “whatever is true

(our families, neighbors, fellow workers, church  \yhatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever i

members) to follow? | think there are some New  ,;re whatever is lovely, whatever is commendfab
Year's resolutions that we need to get serious.aboUnere is any excellence, if there is anything watth

_ _ praise, think about these things.”
By God'’s grace and depending on Him:
_ . 10. I am determined to read God’'s Word through
1. I'am determined to put God first in every afea 00912 and study this Word daily at home and by

my life, even if that means offending my family on  4ttending Bible studies as they are offered by the
Sunday when they come from a distance and | havgprch.

gone to church!

11. | am determined that | will be a faithful asg

2. | am determined to love my spouse in the to the name of my Savior, and that | will not prefal
relationship that reflects Christ and the Church. His name by my words, nor by my life.

That means | must love my wife as Christ loved the

church, or | must submit to my husband as the 12. | am determined that my prayer life and Bible
church submits to Christ. study will prepare me for the daily battles tfede,

_ and | will push back the darkness as | become m(
3. I'am determined to honor God at work, at home.5nq more transformed by the grace of God.

and at play, not just at church. As a man | v ta

the spiritual leadership in my home. As a woman | | et's encourage each other at First Presbyterian
will respect the leadership of my husband and Church and let's be that “Light set on a hill” et

encourage him in it. community will see and will be drawn to Him wholi

. . . .the Light of the world.
4. |1 am determined to conquer the prevailing Ins i

my life. | will take seriously the admonition of God bless us all in 2012.
Titus 2:12 to “renounce ungodliness and worldly
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Youth I\/Iinistry The last weekend of

by Ben Griffith, Youth Director Mar_ch (March 30 -
April 1) is Grace

Spring Semester Presbytery’s annual
youth retreat at Twin

2011 saw our good Lord working among our students Lzlakes - Al?ai”it The

i i i i Flow. We’'ll gather wit
in a powerful, encouraging, humpllng way. | simply Heather Satcher over 200 other vouth

love the opportunity to go alongside them as the Lo y

carves out room for himself in their hearts, which ~ from around south MS there to hear great Gospel
often hurts but is never in vain. | was remindedyna téaching, make new friendships, and win an ultim

times over the last year that Jesus Christ leagzs th ~ Frisbee championship (right guys?). This retreat i

students more than | do, more than their parents do 9réat for introducing our students to the minisify
more than anyone — He's fully invested and conumitt&UF (Reformed University Fellowship), as we get
to making them his, and that's the most increginte RUF campus ministers to speak for the weekend

humbling motivation to keep going. May 2012 see hifieé RUF students at Southern Miss come and hel

Husband, who was with RUF at the University of
Here’s a short glimpse of what's coming for our Memphis and is now at Independent Presbyterian
students this Spring semester. There’s more on our OUr retreat speaker this year.

plate than | could detail here, but this will aiskeget _ _ _

Us. believe — it's the biggest group of seniors that we
had for a while. They’re a big deal around here, a
Our first weekend trip is to Palmer Home in it's hard to picture our group without them. Théy a

Columbus on the T0of February. The senior high ~ have an acute case of “senioritis,” but we're going

students will do service projects around the campus S0ak up our last semester with them and not legogm

(and they keep us busy!), as yet!
well as hang out with the kids
there. It's a great weekend. |
always hope that we can
minister to them half as much
as they minister to us. We
usually leave Palmer Home
pretty exhausted, and our
students who have dug in the
most there leave with heavy
hearts. This year’s trip will be
slightly different in that we're
only taking the senior high
(9" — 12 grade), which will
make for a new and hopefully
better dynamic for the
weekend.

Youth Christmas Party
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Children’s Ministry except for maybe at myself. But, | have obsdrae

by Kathy Young, Director of Children’s Ministry ~ ©Ur being in touch with others—through media
communications and activities—may cause us to

While shopping for groceries, your child is at your somewhat out of touch with our families, and witl
side touching every other item at her level, kngcki our God. Marveling at creation isn’t easy when &
over at least one or two things per aisle. She is eyes are on our hands, on traffic, or on a scréen

dancing, and skipping, and hopping in between  some sort. Spending time in prayer and praise i$

jumping on and off the edge of the buggy. One of really difficult when we are just trying to schedul

her lovely leg extensions kicks the cart of another time to breathe.

shopper. With gentle exasperation, you tell g, “

still!” My hope for each of us in this new year is that w
would be quiet long enough to hear God'’s voice

You are in the morning service with a genuine @esithat we would stop moving long enough to see w

to train your child in worship. You have talkethwi He is doing in our lives and in the world around u

him about the different elements of worship. You This may be quite a challenge. We may need to

have prepared him for what to expect (again!). Yoevaluate our families’ participation in activiaesl

enter with a joyful heart and move your finger g@lon determine if any should be purged. Our goals ar
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the words of the hymn as you sing. It's going greatresolutions may need to be examined to see if they

and you are encouraged. Then it gets really quiet,are things God has purposed for us to pursue.

and every paper fold, every pencil mark, evemtfidgFollowing the blessed, yet busy holiday seasen,

every “whispered” question seems to be amplified. resolve to align our hearts and lives in orderweat

You place your finger over your lips, put your arm live giving glory to God and enjoying Him. May W

around him, lean down and whisper in his ear, “Befind the peace and rest that comes only frommlife

still. Be quiet.” Christ and may this affect us greatly! Havdya try
happy New Year!

It is easy to see the value of reminding our @mldr

to be still and be quiet. We want them to ledvie.  Be still, and know that | am God. Psalm 46:10

want them to rest. Sometimes we need to be

reminded to be still and quiet ourselves. Better is a handful of quietness thdotwamlfzartta f
striving after wind. Ecclesiastes 4.6

Several things recently have come to me in songs,

devotionals, emails, and conversations which have

echoed the same theme. When | hear the same

message over and over, | get the sneaking idéa that

might need to pay attention. Our loving Father has

a way of whispering over and over into our ears to

encourage us to be still and be quiet.

Our way of life tends to be reflect something very
different. We run from activity to activity, ercaio
errand at a frenetic pace. We spend a greatfdeal o
time moving and communicating. We check our
email and texts at every “bing” and find ourse@ues
our cell phones—a lot. I'm not pointing fingers,
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Discipleship Opportunities

for Adults
by Dr. David H. Jussely, Minister of Teegaesig@and D

At FPC we attempt to provide quality Bible studies

for small groups that meet on Wednesday nights
throughout the year. On January 11 we will resume
our Wednesday night activities for 2012. Three new
studies will be made available for your growth in
grace. | urge you to consider which is best tbago

you continue your journey “from glory to glory.”

Below you will discover a list and a short deggript

of the small group studies for the winter and gpah2012.

Rod Little will be teaching and leading a smallgdiscussion of “The Seven Last Sayings of ©Ghris

the Cross.” As Jesus died for the sins of Hisl@eBpripture reveals that he spoke seven tingeh E
saying is packed full of theological and prasiigaificance. This study will explore the meanimd)
application of Christ’s dying words.

Frank Aderholdt will lead a Bible study in whialwadl “Explore the New Testament Epistle of 1

Thessalonians.” You will discover what an evahgelurch looks like; a gentle and loving Apostle

exhortations to walk and please God in variousespbélife; teaching on the second coming of €h
and directions for Christian community living.

| will be presenting a series of videos by Paid Dagp, entitled “Your Walk With God Is A
Community Project.” Each week we will watch ai@Gtenvideo which will be followed by a time of
discussion. This series is a synopsis of two woitlen by Tripp — “Instruments in the Redeemer’s
Hands” and “How People Change.” Why is it thaegohristians grow more rapidly than others?
Could it be that you are a Christian, but missmgssential piece of the life God called you to?

| would urge all the adults at FPC to participatibese opportunities to study God’s word together
small group settings. All of us need a gospeéi@zhtision of what the Christian life looks likemv
it's lived out in the Church. These studies asegied to bring real satisfaction to your headl, re
growth and change, real effectiveness, and realfbopour life.
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Missions and Outreach Ministry Matthew 5:16 reminds the Christian that good
by Rev. Knox Baird, Minister of Missicims and Outrea works can never be divorced from faith, so that

the unbeliever understands the connection.
They will undoubtedly disagree, but they get it.

Lights Shining Before Dogs and Pigs

Denver Broncos. As | write this article, he has World. When that does not happen we can be a

led the Broncos to a 7-1 record, and they seem Q¥ depressed frankly. We should not be, but

standard pro quarterback in that he likes to run EPhesians 6:10-17, concerning putting on the
the ball, and his throwing form is a bit whole armor of God. We are in a war against

great leader of his teammates. He is also an Just as Tim Tebow should not expect the media
outspoken Christian, whose walk matches his ©F the opposing defensive ends to love him, we

talk. It seems his faith in Christ has made Tim &hould be realistic about the world in which we

target for ridicule by many in the media. live.

Tebow’s situation illustrates much from the
Our world is occupied by fallen, broken, and

sinful people. They need Christ, but the sad fg
Is many will reject the living Savior, and His
people. That is ok, but like Tim Tebow has
shown, let us declare the Good News of Jesus
Christ boldly, with our words, actions and

attitudes. Praise God we have the opportunity

And let’s hope Tim Tebow runs like a big dog
away from those defensive ends!

Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7) that

Dr. Lucas finished preaching through the last
Sunday in November. Matthew 5:11-12, tells us
that when we are serious about our walk with
Christ, and it shows, the non believing world will
persecute, revile, and slander the Christian.

This happens because they are convicted of their
lack of relationship with the living God through
Christ.
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Church History

by Mrs. Mary Wicht, WIC Historian
The Old Rodney Presbyterian Church and Its People

Last month we learned of the most important War for

Southern Independence event occurring at the Rodney

Presbyterian Church. The church was close to many
important and famous people living in the areaiand
32 miles north of Natchez. In 1930, Governor Theedo
Bilbo abolished the official standing of Rodney by
executive proclamation. But leading up to the
proclamation, the Mississippi river had moved twesm
west, away from Rodney. When the river moved, the
people moved away, fire and disease having ta&ken th
toll, their economy having been destroyed by Hsedb
river traffic and the loss of the war, combinedh wie effects of Reconstruction.

Rodney failed by only three votes in becomingagh®otof the Mississippi Territory. In 1828 the
Mississippi Legislature granted a charter of imrm@pon to the Presbyterian church of “Petit Gal§"well
as the town itself. The name was changed to Riodmayor of Judge Thomas Rodney, territorial judge,
who presided at the Aaron Burr hearing on the campdefferson College, Washington, Mississippi,
under the Burr Oaks in 1807.

President Zachary Taylor owned a plantation na@gpreéss Grove” outside of Rodney which was
operated by his son, Lt. Gen. Richard Taylor ofGbafederate Army. President Taylor was a frequent
visitor to Rodney and was there when elected @&nesidthe United States. President Taylor’s liaug
Sarah Knox Taylor, was Jefferson Davis’ first Wifeshe only lived a short while as his wifédalictim
to malaria.

Another important person to live in Rodney wasRush Nutt who moved to Mississippi in 1803, and w
the owner of “Laurel Hill Plantation”. He was gglian and pioneer planter who developed the Petit
Gulf variety of cotton and was the first to impleintiee use of a steam engine to power cotton gins.
Dr. Nutt also popularized horizontal plowing toyeat erosion and the use of field peas as fertilAed
he was one of the three founders of Oakland Cotlegeemaining buildings of which are now located
the campus of Alcorn State. Dr. Nutt's son, Daller Nutt, began building a palatial but unfinidhe
home in Natchez, “Longwood” which is open for todrise home was unfinished when the northern
workmen left for the war; it is the largest octagbaouse in the United States.

The Rodney Presbyterian Church was dedicated wmtlkhip of God on the first day of 1832, with the
dedication sermon being preached by Rev. Dr. Jane@hamberlain, founder and president of Oaklang
College. Itis said that 1,000 silver dollars weskted and cast into the mold of the Rodney chugtth
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Children’s Ministry Teacher Training & Fellowship
January 22, 2012

On January 22, the children's ministry teacherse hthe opportunity to gather in the
Fellowship Hall from 4:30 until 7 for training arfdllowship. This will include volunteers in
Sunday School, Wednesday night classes and &hildreirch. For more information,

please contact Kathy Young.
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Grace Transforms continued from page 1

The key note of our life together has been the look forward to what God may do for us in the
Gospel of God's grace as revealed in the inspirgdture.

and inerrant Word of God. This Gospel

transforms our hearts and lives, our marriages So grateful to be on this journey together with
and parenting, our work and play. That was trueyou!

in 1882 and it is true in 2012. This year, Lord

willing, we will have opportunities to reflect and In the grip of God’s grace,

thank God for his transforming grace even as wé&ean
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