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Grace Transforms

by Dr. Sean Michael Lucas, Senior Minister

My dear friends,

Our life together in 2012 is in full swing! Ovee thext couple of
months, we will have several events that willderosa opportunities
to reflect on God'’s work in our lives and churolrgiach out into our
communities with the Gospel, and to rejoice in v@ad has done in
the life of our congregation. My hope and pray#rasGod will uses
these events to continue to further his reign inliwes for his glory!

By the time you receive this, we will be readyufoannual Chili
Cook-off on Saturday, February 4, which is not @nyonderful time
to enjoy good food and friendship, but is alsogwodunity to raise
money for partnering ministries and to invite peofd an event
where they can get to know the people of First Pres
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Children’s Ministry The love we have for each other is shown astwe
in each other’'s homes, in the hospitals, or in the

by Kathy Young, Director of Children’s Ministry parking lot after worship services. This loveileat

have for our church is an outpouring of ourselves

It is only because of the love of Jesus that waiha
inkling of how to love. Christ, who gave himself
enables us to be united to one another because

our union with Him. | am so glad. Because | love

being part of the receiving and the giving of élis |
in this church. | love our church! In this segson
when love is often sold as trite and temporary, m
we remember the source of true loVée love becg
he first loved us. 1 John 4:19

The Missions Conference will be here at First

Presbyterian the weekend of February 17-19. rif
child thought last year was great, or has been

enjoying 4 Corners Café, then this year’'s Missiof
Conference will not disappoint! If your child hadst
had an opportunity to enjoy these missions
“| love our church!” | heard a child exclaim as we €xperiences yet, please consider this an exceller
began our Christmas celebration. “I love our time for learning about God'’s work throughout th
church!” | saw posted on Facebook by someone world. We will have the Flag of Nations ceremor
thankful for kindness shown to her family. “I love followed by crafts, games, and time with real live
our church!” | heard by a friend who didn’t want to missionaries. Children will be able to hear what

Thomas Bellew & Bennett Smith

move away. “l love our church!” has been overhealftese people are doing and ask lots of questions,

many times after special services, after famslysgri  They will be meeting during the Friday, Saturday
during family celebrations and at other times whenand Sunday night services as well as during the

we all are just going about the business of being a Sunday School hour for this Special and wonderful

church. With my whole heart, | know that this is €mphasis. As the Holy Spirit works in the hedrts
God'’s grace being poured out on us that alloves us @ur children, | pray that this time would help our
be a congregation of love and service to one anothehildren grow in knowledge and also in faith. nrtci
Apart from him, we can do nothing. Through Him, wait! Please make your plans to share my
we rejoice with each other, we grieve together, andexcitement.

we grow closer to one another as we are grown in

faith. What this truly looks like in a given week

friend from church calling to say that you are @n h

mind and she prayed for you. It looks like fubKe&

Them a Meal” schedules for births, funerals,

ilinesses, and for feeding our college studente T

love we have for each other is evident as men’s and

women’s groups gather for prayer and Bible study,

as K- groups encourage, and as parish members

meet to better know and care for each other.nlt ca

be seen as our dedicated deacons wash dishes and

put away chairs. Love is shown in our nursery as

members rock babies and play with toddlers, as

elders teach in children’s church, as voluntears le

in the Christian education of the church body, and

as our pastors dutifully study and preach the Bible Olivia Smith & Katie Rouse
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Church History

by Mrs. Mary Wicht, WIC Historian The wife of Capt. Oliver wanted a church like the

New England Christopher Wren style churches -
- simple in design with a beautiful steeple and Gothi
Wesson Pres.by_ter!an Church - PCA windows. She was an artist and the architece of th
Wesson, Mississipp Wesson Presbyterian Church The octagonal steep
_ was the highest steeple in town. Pigeons roasted 3
Union troops burned  ¢qoed there until it was struck by lightning in3186d
the town of Bankston,  the shingle roof was replaced with tile. The pigeo
MS, and its Mill in have never returned to the steeple.
1864. Col. James
Madison Wesson's mill |t as Mrs. Oliver who gave the silver Communion
was re-built a year later cyps to the church. In those days it was the custor
on a new site and the yink from the "Common Cup". When the individua
community was named communion service replaced the "Common Cup”, 1
Wesson in honor of  qyiginal cups were returned to the Oliver family.
Col. Wesson. In 1866
Col. Wesson erected a | the early days, kerosene lamps that had tolled pu
cotton and woolen mill gown to light were used. Thanks to the millstdte

known as the of Wesson had the first electric lights in Miggissi
Mississippi even before Chicago installed their lights in 18B3e
Manufacturing mills, electrically lighted, were a wonderful stght

Co. This company was gee.  Passing trains slowed down so passendrs g
soldin 1871to New  gge the lights.

Orleans businessmen

. Capt. William Oliver  The Reverend A. W. Duck was their minister from
and John T. Hardie. Capt. Oliver moved to Wesson {98 to 1958. He was also a scoutmaster andiallo
assume the management of the mill. Under his s scouts to climb the bell rope at the churemas

leadership, the mill was rebuilt, after a fire,@farger gjternate activity for the athletic merit badgedtome
scale and the name was changed to The Mississippin Eagle Scout.

Mills. At the peak of activity, the MississippidMi

south of the Ohio River. and their phenomenal growth. When the mills clos
) o ) _ in 1910, the population of Wesson declined rapidly
Mr. Hardie sold his interest in the mills to The original Presbyterian Church building is still

Col. Edmund Richardson, who was reputed to be thgse and when the congregation voted to leave the

“cotton king of the south” and the world's largest  p ¢ y.s., and join the PCA, three members voted
cotton planter.  The cotton had such a fine fitisat  4qainst the move and filed a lawsuit to retain the

it was called "Mississippi Silk". Once, Col. Ridsan  yrgperty in the PCUS. The court ruled that the
was asked why he didn't build more mills becaese t@|d retain their property, but they lost all thei
I had more William Olivers to manage them.” served the church as supply. Rev. Michael Ganucl

_ o _has continued to supply their pulpit at 8:30a.m. on
Soon after his arrival in Wesson to manage the, mill g ngays.

Capt. Oliver, a devout Presbyterian, called a mgeti

of the Presbyterians in the area, which resulteahin  1hjg church history was compiled by Rilla Smith, th
agreement to request the Presbytery of Missi&sippi great-grand daughter of Capt. Oliver and her

the authority to organize a Presbyterian Churah. | daughter, Camille Johnston, both of whom are still
Dec. of 1871, this church became the third chorch t,yembers of this church.

be organized in Wesson.
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Two Upcoming Events support through BEAMM, and the Promesa de \}

by Dr. Sean Michael Lucas, Senior Minister Presbyterian Church in Juarez, we hope to raise
$10,000 to establish this program as a way ofjca

We have two upcoming events that | want to makgor the widows and orphans and extending the

sure that the FPC family has on its calertlae. The ministries of one of our partnering ministries.

first is our annual Missions Conference, which

will take place on Friday, FebruarySifnday, The second event will happen just two weeks lat

February 19, 2012. We are so pleased to have We have a wonderahaiversznsaweekehdnd

Dr. George Robertson, senior minister of First ~ scheduled for March-Btarch 4, 2012. On Friday

Presbyterian Church, Augusta, Georgia, with us  night, March 2, 2012, the Women in the Church

again_ As you may remember, George preached fayill be having their annual mini-conference with
my installation service; he is my older brother in  Dr. Kathleen Nielson, well-known Bible teacher

ministry; and | am so glad that you will have an  and author of several books. Beginning at 6:30 p|.

opportunity to hear him speak several times oeer tHis is always a rich time of study and fellowship
weekend on “Intentional Evangelism.” our women.

Our schedule is as in years past: Friday and Then on Sunday morning, March 4, 2012, we wil

Saturday night, we will have dinner at 5:30 p.m. be celebrating our 18@nniversary with a longer-
with several missionaries sharing and then our  than-normal worship service and dinner on the

ida

rin

er:

worship service at 6:30 p.m. Sunday morning grounds. We will not have Sunday school or evenin
during the Sunday school hour, we will have worship that day. Instead, we will begin at 10r80 a
missionaries in several classes to share their and enjoy the wide-range of musical gifts in our

ministries; and then Sunday night, I'll close our ~ congregation. We are also pleased to have Dr. N
time together by focusing our hearts and minds onNielson, president of Covenant College, who wil

liel

God'’s large mission and our role in participating i preach God’s Word to us. And after the service, |we
his mission to his world while 4 Corners Café will hope that every one will stay to enjoy dinner en th
assist our children with the same. grounds. Please take the time to invite family and

friends to this special day in the life of our

We are excited this year to host several missisnaricongregation as we celebrate the goodness of G
Paul Chinchen (African Bible College); us over 130 years!

Aaron Zapata (BEAMM); Gary Hitzfeld and

Chip Huey (PCA Chaplain ministries); It is an exciting time in the life of First Presnin

Brian Sorgenfrei (RUF-Mississippi State); and  Church. It should cause us to say, “The Lord is
Josh Kines and Nate Bonham (MTW-Colombia). good, for his steadfast love endures forever!”

| know that you will make each of our guests feel
especially welcome as they share their ministries
and their hearts with us. .
Parish 3 Luncheon
Another thing that we will be doing during our February 26, 2012
conference is giving toward a special missions
project: establishing a tutoring ministry that will
also feed orphaned children during their homework Sunday, February 26, in the Fellowship Hall
study periods in Juarez, Mexico. Working with the  fq|lowing the morning worship service.
ministries of the Jamie Burkempers, whom we

There is a Parish 3 luncheon scheduled for

bod




All Creatures Great and Small, God made everything perfect and good. In Geng

The Lord Made Them Al e o
by Rev. Knox Baird, Minister of Missicims and Outrea Pt b

to preserve, protect, care for, celebrate, and to
On Sunday night, January 15, at 9 pm, Debra and freasure up in memory. In short, the animals,
watched as her faithful and loving dog Flint wagopuincluding dogs, were a good gift given to man loly
sleep by good friend, Dr. Elisabeth Duplantis, with Adam, enjoyed what God gave him, and in Gene
help from her husband Josh. Flint lived for 12syea 2:19, had the privilege of naming all the animals
We were given this wonderful dog and friend byRi&arth, that God brought to him in the garden. In
Glenn about 7 years ago. Flint was a great dog. Genesis 3 we see that after Adam and Eve siring
Many of our members knew Flint from visits to our relationships changed from what God originally
home. Flint was a giant of a dog, half Great Dane designed them to be. | know sin has messed up
and half something else. Yet, he was very gentle, €verything in the world, including our pets. Yet,
especially around children and women. He loved know Christ will restore everything back to God’s
nothing better than for someone to scratch behind 0riginal design one day. I look forward to heaver
his ears and rub their hands along his flank aokl. baWith all of God's saints, and look forward to tee/n

In short, he loved people (a lot better than hedov earth with wonderful animals there, especially.dogs

other dogs)! He had four tricks he loved perfognin

especially if treats were given out. He coulkspea ! thank God we enjoyed our time with Flint. He

shake hands, lie down, and rise up on his hind leggProught joy, laughter, and fun to our lives. We w
certainly treasure the fond memories of this gent

One of my favorite stories involved the time we had@diant of a dog. When it thunders outside we ealt

about 15 youth over to swim, with the eating & piz his barking at the skies, and when eating breakfs

afterwards for lunch. When the youth got out ef th SOmetime, we will remember his nuzzling of Deb

pool, | had them gather in a circle around thegtal €lbow looking for some scraps from his master's

pray for the meal. Flint walked around the circle hand. We thank God for all His blessings, aligin

until he found a spot between two of the youth, ~ 9reat and small, the Lord made them all.

stepped into the spot, sat down on

his rear legs, making the circle

complete, then looked at me as if to

say, “now you can pray”. Flint often

would be looking in through our

back door, with the look on his face

that said, “what am | doing out here,

| should be in there with you

people!”

In Genesis 1:25 we are told God
made the beasts of the earth
according to their kind, and God
saw it was good. Man is given
dominion to rule over all the
animals, fish, birds, and creatures of
the earth in verse 26. This was a
blessing to man initially, because
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Senior Adults’ Ministry
by Rev. Norman Bagby, Minister of \tistiaf\olulésd Se

There are many things which we understand thareasd for adherence to the rules in order for
something to go properly. Heart surgery certagdyires for the doctor to follow tried and proven

procedures. Football teams practice and practideruhe guidance of coaches who require everyone t

follow the same plays for there to be success.

Surely we would also agree that God has a planyigg) for our lives that when adhered to wifidpr
the blessings of His kingdom into our lives. Wikdecannot earn our way to heaven by obedience {g
God’s rules, we can believe His promises for mdgssas we obey Him. The old hymn, “Trust and

Obey”, is meaningful in this regard. “Trust and per there’s no other way to be happy in Jesus bu

trust and obey.” Much sorrow and needless trials @chen we are disobedient and when we fail yo

O

ob

His Word. We might acknowledge this to be truehdutdo we live our lives? Do we live by every worc

that proceeds out of the mouth of God? Is God'sl\Weeeter than honey to our spiritual taste buds?

Do we really delight in God’s Word, so much sonbadre not ashamed to do what is right, even wh
the world is going the other way?

How does Jesus say we will show our love for blimn4.4:15 says, “If you love me, you will keep my
commandments.” There is a beautiful example offtovdesus in Luke 7 when a woman who was

probably a prostitute (a woman of the city) davemine into a Pharisee’s house where Jesus was
reclining for a meal. The Pharisee wouldn’t daueldher lest he become defiled! But Jesus allbise(
woman to wash his dirty feet with her tears anthdny with her long hair and even to kiss hisafeat
demonstration of her love for Jesus. Of cours®tagisee was horrified at the woman’s brazenyisy

en

T~

] t

nla

of affection for Jesus and even thought within ddintisat Jesus would not allow such a woman to touc

Him if He knew who and what she was.

Not only did Jesus know who and what kind of wehwwas, but Jesus also knew who and what k
person the Pharisee was, for Jesus respondshotights of the Pharisee by telling the storyeofvilo
debtors, one who owed a large sum to his moneglendethe other a much smaller amount. The
moneylender forgave the debt of each, and JesdslasiPharisee which debtor would love the
moneylender the most. The Pharisee said, “| sughesane who was forgiven the larger debt.” Jest
told him he had judged rightly, and then pointedhi® woman who had lavished her love on Jesus |

nd

IS
AS

likened to the debtor who had been forgiven thetgredebt and Jesus said her love was a demonstrati

of how great her sins were and she knew thatdesug her of her terrible sins. Jesus said s&ad lo
much because she had been forgiven much, butdahedehoved little because he knew very littlg a
forgiveness. Actions which are centered on loesupJvill prove how much one knows of forgivene

How is it with us? Have we experienced the forgggenf our sins and do we respond to that forgise
by loving Jesus by obeying His Word? My chaltengeli this year is for us to look at the rui€zoal’s
Word and see where we come short of His glorjhainaé repent of our pretending to obey when w

really don’t! We don’t keep God first. We do wertie things of this world. We do take God’s name

(His person) in vain. We don't keep the SabbatthbDigy We do steal from God. We do long after w
others have, and we do tear others down by hwafds at times. Let's repent of these things and
demonstrate our love for Jesus by obeying Him. Ndbainess will be ours!

hat




Youth Ministry

by Ben Griffith, Youth Director

On January 3rd, our youth group welcomed in the new
year together... with the help of 25 Christmasstrebave
to say, it was the most explosive bonfire I'vehadeio
back away from. Did you know that marshmallowsecan
roasted from 30 feet away? We're so thankful tot Gral
Christi Dyess for letting us use their camp infieddsand
for the horse trailer we used to haul the treesvabt
When Christmas time rolls around again, don't thoov

that tree—we know just what to do with it.

Sunday Night Youth Fellowship Schedule

February 8 - Woodland
February 28 - FPC
March 4" - Woodland
March 28 - FPC
April 18" - Woodland
April 2204 - FPC
May @' - Woodland

Women in the Church
Ministry

by Marcia Gatewood, WIC President

To those of you who do not receive the enews,
want to thank you for your support these pag
few months.

January is already past and | hope each of you
participating in one of our Spring Bible studigs.
Our monthly circle meets on the second
Tuesday of each month and every Thursday
morning we have another opportunity to
fellowship and study God's Word.

~—t+

On February 11, there will be a regional meetin
in Leakesville, MS, and our own Mary Wicht
continues as PresWic President with Caroline
Grubbs as Secretary. | hope there will be a goo
representation from our women.

On the weekend of March 2, we will have our
annual women's mini-conference and our
speaker this year will be Dr. Kathleen Nielson o
Covenant College. Her husband will make the
trip with her and he will preach to our
congregation on that Sunday morning. The past
two years we have had women from as far as tf
Coast attend this conference and it has been a
real blessing. Mark your calendar now as there
will be many ways in which you can help make
this a success.

Our sanctuary is made more beautiful each
Sunday by the flowers that are placed there.|If

you are interested in placing an arrangement in
honor of or in memory of an individual, please
send a check to the Church and designate it|to
the flower fund.

—

| covet your prayers as this new year begins|an
pray that each of us will grow closer to our God
as we work to glorify Him.

nd

"You will keep in perfect peace himi@duiastp
because he trusts in You" Isaiah 26:3




Missions Conference Schedule
February 17-19, 2012

Friday, February 17

5:30 p.m.—Supper in the Fellowship Hall

6:30 p.m.—The Flag of Nations Evening Serviceein th
Sanctuary with Dr. George Robertson

Saturday, February 18

5:30 p.m.—Supper in the Fellowship Hall

6:30 p.m.—Evening Service in the Sanctuary with
Dr. George

Robertson

Grace Transforms continued from page 1

Two weeks after that event is our annual Mission§Vhile there is a lot going on in our congregation’s
Conference, where we are pleased to host severéife before spring break, it is my hope that ydu wi
missionaries and to have Dr. George Robertson take advantage of these blessings to deepen your

(senior minister, FPC Augusta, Georgia)

preaching God’s Word for us. And then two weekdiscipleship. Especially as we continue to conside

after that, we will be hosting Drs. Niel and

Kathleen Nielson, who will be speaking at the WI€pring, may God take us to Jesus again and again
Mini-Conference and for our Anniversary Servicethat our love for and delight in him increases!
on the weekend of March 2-4, 2012. You'll find

more information about these two events in thesdn the grip of God's grace,

pages.

4901 Hardy Street Hattiesburg, MS 39402 HATTIESBURG, MS

Sunday, February 19

9:45 a.m.—Sunday School, Missionaries Speak

10:50 a.m.—Morning Worship Service with Dr. George
Robertson preaching.

6:00 p.m.—Evening Worship Service with Dr. Seahadic
Lucas preaching

Missionaries Speaking

Brian Sorgenfrei with RUF at Mississippi State

Chip Huey and Gary Hitzfeld with Chaplains MinistiPCA
Paul Chinchen with African Bible Colleges

Aaron Zapata with BEAM
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own walk with Christ and to sustain your Christian

the life of David on Sunday mornings through the
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